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INTRODUCTION
As part of its mandate for the establishment and operation of the 
OPEN (Overview of Public Expenditure in NEEDS) initiative, 
Nigeria's Virtual Poverty Fund for the utilization of the Paris 
Club Debt Relief Gains (DRG), the Office of the Senior Special 
Assistant to the President on the Millennium Development 
Goals (OSSAP-MDGs) is operating a monitoring and 
evaluation (M&E) framework for all MDGs projects and 
programs in the 2008 Federal Budget that are funded from the 
DRG. Six Ministries (Health, Education, Agriculture & Water 
Resources, Environment, Housing & Urban Development, 
Women Affairs and Youth Development) are beneficiaries of 
such funding. Other programs covered include special 
interventions in the Community Health Insurance Scheme, the 
Capacity Building program administered by the Office of the 
Head of the Civil Service of the Federation, as well as the States 
Conditional Grants Scheme and the MDGs “Quick Wins” 
projects.  
  
The framework is to facilitate the M&E of the expenditure on 
MDGs projects and programs in a transparent manner with the 
objective of ensuring that resources voted thereto are fully 
channeled to the purposes intended, in line with the approved 
implementation plans of Ministries, Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs) and State governments especially relating to coverage, 
quality, outputs and outcomes at the local beneficiary level.

It is intended that the M&E framework will demonstrate the 
transparent use of Government funds, especially the Paris Club 
Debt Relief Gains to Nigerians and the international 
community, to help leverage additional domestic and external 
resources for the MDGs.

The OSSAP-MDGs hereby invites suitably qualified 
consultancy firms/consortia and civil society organizations to 
express their interest in the exercise.   

SCOPE OF WORK
The framework is specifically targeted at the line MDGs 
projects and programs for DRG funding in 2008. The process 
envisaged is to provide an evaluation mechanism that is 
independent of the executing MDAs and State governments 
using professional consultants/sector experts and civil society 
organizations (CSOs). The process will entail undertaking 
technical and financial reviews of the implementation of the 
projects and programs, impact assessment as well as beneficiary 
and user surveys.   

For effective coverage of all sectors nation-wide, one M&E 
Team comprising one Consultant (working as a team in 
collaboration with one CSO) will be engaged to report on all 
interventions in each State of the Federation. The State M&E 
Teams will report through a National M&E Team (also 
comprising consultants and CSOs), to the OSSAP-MDGs.

The exercise will require experienced and highly professional 
multidisciplinary consulting firms/consortia and CSOs who are 

of NGOs, registered with the Corporate Affairs Commission; 
wi th  exper ience of  moni tor ing and evaluat ion,  
beneficiary/impact assessment and user surveys in the thematic 
areas of the MDGs at the community level. National and State 
CSOs will work in collaboration with the National and State 
consultants respectively. CSOs applying for the National CSO 
position must demonstrate experience in leading complex 
national programs.
National and State CSOs are expected to already possess 
operating offices in Abuja or their respective states.  

PRE-QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

Consultants
The Consultants are expected to meet the following criteria:

a. Fully registered practicing professional firm/consortium 
in the field of Engineering, Architecture, Quantity 
Surveying or any other related discipline of the built 
environment;

b. Incorporation of Sector Experts in Health/Education, and 
Women Affairs/Youth;

c. Commitment to work in collaboration with any CSOs that 
may be engaged through this process;    

d. Minimum of 10 years of practice experience of Principals 
of the firm. For National Consultants, experience in the 
management of complex national programs, especially 
with M&E component;

e. Incorporation by the Corporate Affairs Commission;
f. Current Tax Clearance Certificate;
g. Evidence of VAT registration;
h. Company audited accounts for 3 years and/or evidence of 

financial capacity and clean bill of financial health from 
the Consultants' bankers;

i. Competence in all current/relevant information 
technology software;

j. In the case of State consultants, indicate State of choice.
k. In the case of Consortium, the individual firms making up 

the consortium must fulfill the pre-qualification 
requirement above in addition to a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU).

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
The Civil Society Organizations are expected to meet the 
following criteria:
a. To be a development, Non-Governmental Organization 

(NGO) or a network of NGOs, registered with the 
Corporate Affairs Commission;

b. Possess at least 5 years relevant experience of monitoring 
and evaluation, beneficiary/impact assessment and user 
surveys in the thematic areas of the MDGs at the 
community level. For National CSOs, experience in 
leading complex national programs;

c. Commitment to work in collaboration with any consultants 
that may be engaged through this process;

d. To possess a clean bill of financial health from the 
organization's bankers;
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